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An acclaimed linguist offers a breakthrough method that incorporates the best teaching strategies

from around the world, accelerating the learning exponentially. In these two entertaining

presentations, listeners are guided to imagine themselves as undercover spies who must learn

enough Spanish or French to pass themselves off as a native speaker. Unabridged. 3 CDs plus a

practice CD-ROM. --This text refers to the Audio CD edition.
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This learning program was very poorly executed in almost every way.The story that is supposed to

interest you is a very contrived and uninteresting story. It is only used in the first couple or so tracks

and then ignored through the remainder of the cd's until being picked up again for only the last two

tracks of the third cd. And how is the story once you finally get to hear it at the very end of the

program? Boring, contrived, and really stupid.So what happens during almost all of CD 1, all of CD

2, and the majority of CD 3? You are mainly just force fed vocabulary and phrases. You might as

well just pick up one of those cheesy tourist phrase books.And the French used by the female

speaker on the tape is not very good. Her accent is a typical American speaking French accent and

she even makes mistakes in a couple of places. Her French might sound ok to a beginner but I

spoke French as a small child and took it throughout middle and high school and have visited

French speaking countries on vacation a couple times as an adult so the times when she spoke

French incorrectly, it did sound really bad to me and I wondered why they didn't use a native

speaker. And many times, her accent was just bad. If you want to hear an English speaker who has



a really nice French accent, listen to Jodi Foster being interviewed in French on youtube.Just in

case you are wondering why I bothered with this program since it is not for intermediates--I saw it at

the library when I was looking for books on cd. Our sad little library doesn't have any French

materials for intermediates on CD. I wanted something that I could listen to when I am driving. I

don't even think the big county library does because I searched the library catalogue for it.

I think this is one of the best beginning French products I've come across. It takes an original

approach that I found to be very effective, not to mention very refreshing after trying some other

products that just have you saying and repeating everyday phrases. The stage is set with the

introduction of an adventure-type situation which requires you to learn French to complete the

mission and save the world. The mission is not at all plausible, but it is not meant to be. The audio

does not take itself too seriously, and the mission gives the lessons a sense of objective and

purpose. I imagine it could be especially appealing for younger learners. However, this product is

not for those who already speak French as it presupposes little to no knowledge of the language.

The French instruction is split up into a series of tasks and makes use of several original

methods:-The audio is in a mix of English and French. In many cases, French words are not

explicitly defined. Rather, their meaning becomes clear from the context, and new words are usually

repeated in several different contexts. I think this is brilliant and what really differentiates this

product. I especially liked the "diglot weave" stories told in a mix of English and French and would

like to find more of them. I was surprised that I could understand and remember so many French

words without having them defined beforehand. In addition, by skipping the explicit definitions, I

found that instead of translating the words from French to English and back, I was identifying the

French words directly with the concepts they represent.-There are stories told in English in which

French words that sounds like English words from the same part of the story are introduced.
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